TOWN OF WEST NEW YORK
COUNTY OF HUDSON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE #15/26

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A TRUANCY AND PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
CHAPTER TO PROMOTE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey requires compulsory school attendance for
minors pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:38-25;

WHEREAS, chronic truancy negatively impacts public safety, educational outcomes,
and community welfare;

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town of West New York to ensure that
parents and guardians exercise reasonable supervision and control over minors to prevent
truancy; and

WHEREAS, the Town finds it appropriate to establish a local enforcement mechanism to
supplement state law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the
Town of West New York, County of Hudson, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION ONE

The title of Chapter 167 of the Code of the Town of West New York is hereby amended to:
“Curfew and Parental Responsibility.”

The language contained in Chapter 167-.01 through Chapter 167-5 remains unchanged.

SECTION TWO

New Sections 167-6 through 167-8 entitled “Parental Responsibility” is hereby established as
follows.

Section 167-6. Parental Duties
A. It is the continuous duty of the parent or guardian of any minor to exercise reasonable
control to prevent the minor from committing any delinquent act “parental control.”

B. Included (without limitation) in this continuous duty of reasonable parental control are the
following parental duties:

1) To keep illegal drugs or illegal firearms out of the home and legal firearms locked in places
that are inaccessible to the minor.

2) To require the minor to attend regular school sessions and to forbid the minor to be absent
from class without parental or school permission.

3) To arrange proper supervision for the minor when the parent or guardian must be absent.

4) To take the necessary precautions to prevent the minor from maliciously or willfully
destroying real, personal, or mixed property which belongs to the Town of West New York,
or is located in the Town of West New York.

5) To forbid the minor from keeping stolen property, illegally possessing firearms or illegal
drugs, or associating with known juvenile delinquents, and to seek help from appropriate
governmental authorities or private agencies in handling or controlling the minor, when
necessary.



Section 167-7. Notification of Parents; Record of Notification

Whenever a minor is arrested or detained for the commission of any delinquent act within the
Town of West New York, the parent of the minor shall be immediately notified by the West New
York Police Department, advising the parent of such arrest or detention, the reason, and the parent's
responsibility under this chapter.

Section 167-8. Parental violation and penalty

A. No parent or guardian of any minor under the age of 18 years shall fail to exercise reasonable
parental control over such minor. An adjudication that said minor has violated a provision of
this code which is a misdemeanor or a finding that said minor is responsible for a violation of
this code which is deemed a civil infraction shall be evidence that said parent or guardian failed
to exercise reasonable parental control.

B. Pursuant to the violation of this subsection 167-6 through 167-8, the parent or guardian of
minor shall be held civilly responsible for the damage caused by the commission of any
delinquent act within the Town of West New York.

C. Upon the first conviction of a violation of this chapter, the parent shall be subject to a fine of
not less than $75, nor more than $100.

D. Upon the second conviction of a violation of subsection 167-6 through 167-8, the parent or
guardian shall be subject to a fine of not less than $100, nor more than $500.

E. Upon the third or subsequent violation and conviction, the parent shall be subject to a fine of
not less than $200, nor more than $500.

SECTION TWO

Severability. If any term or provision of this Ordinance is held to be illegal, invalid, or
unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, in whole or in part, such determination shall
not affect the validity of the remaining terms and provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION THREE

Repealer. To the extent that any provision of the Code of the Town of West New York is found to
conflict with this Ordinance, in whole or in part, this Ordinance shall control.

SECTION FOUR

In order to avoid accidental repeal of existing provisions, the Town Clerk and the Corporation
Counsel are hereby authorized to change any chapter numbers, article numbers and/or section
numbers in the event that the codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between
those numbers and the existing Code.



SECTION FIVE

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as required by law.

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

This Ordinance creates Sections 167-6 through 167-8 in Chapter 167 establishing truancy and
parental responsibility subchapters to promote school attendance and provide penalties for
violations.

Introduced: June 3, 2026
Re-Introduced: June 17, 2026
Adopted: July 1, 2026

Statement
The foregoing ordinance having been previously adopted for first reading and published was
further considered by the Mayor and Board of Commissioners of the Town of West New York on
July 1, 2026 and at said date was duly and finally adopted after public hearing thereon.
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