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CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Meeting called to
order.

Ms. Luna: Ok let’s stand to pledge of the flag.
(Pledge of Allegiance.)

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Reading of notice
and compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. Mr. Simone.

MR. SIMONE: Of Course "Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, be advised that a
meeting of the Rent Control Board of the Town of West New York has been scheduled for
July 14, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. and will be conducted virtually via Zoom. "Please take further
notice that in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A 10:4-
6 to 21, as well as all applicable regulations, guidelines for remote public meetings issued by
the Division of Local Government Services and in further consideration of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, that board meetings are to be held remotely via Zoom web conference
until further notice. "Members of the public are encouraged to participate and can access
the meeting via the Zoom link or by telephone. Participants opting to call in may participate
and must raise their hand.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: all right. Roll call, Ms. Ana please.

MS. LUNA: Sure. Marileidys Baldeo.
CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Here.

MS. LUNA: Marie Puma.

MS. Luna: | believe she is not in today.
MS. LUNA: Johnny Rodriguez.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: He also couldn’t make it today
MS. LUNA: Monica Capellan.

MS. CAPELLAN: Present.

MS. LUNA: Brian Velazquez.

MR. VELAZQUEZ: Present.

MS. LUNA: Aylen Jover.

MS. JOVER: Present.



MS. LUNA: We have quorum!

Chairwoman Baldeo: okay. today's matters to approve—can | have a motion to approve
minutes for meeting from June 9, 2025 please.
MS. LUNA: Any motion?

Ms. Jover: Motion.

Mr. Velazquez: second

MS. LUNA: Marisleidy Baldeo.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Aylen Jover.

MS. JOVER: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Brian Velazquez.

MR. VELAZQUEZ: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Monica Capellan.

MS. CAPELLAN: Yes.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEOQO: We have the rent calculation for Unit E9 at 6305 Boulevard East.
MS. MENDIOLA: Madam Chair, that matter has been adjourned at the request of the
landlord. We have advised both parties, the tenant and the landlord, that that would be the
last adjournment request, as we need to proceed to bring his before the board.

MR. BLANCH: Good afternoon, every --good evening, everybody. Mario Blanch. I'm
appearing on that matter on behalf of the tenant.

MR. MORRIS: Hi. Max Morris. I'm appear on behalf of the landlord.

MR. SIMONE: All right. Just a moment. | need to pull up the oath to swear you guys in.
MR. BLANCH: Well, I'm the attorney.

| would ask that my client be sworn in.

MR. SIMONE: Yes, thank you. Sorry,

Mario, | was thinking and typing.

MR. BLANCH: No problem.

MS. MENDIOLA: Michael.

MR. SIMONE: Yes.

MS. MENDIOLA: All right. So can you put on the record that this is a matter that was
resolved in the Superior Court of New Jersey and that we received an order of the Court
and I'll take it from there if you don't mind.

MR. SIMONE: Oh, yes. Is this --

MS. MENDIOLA: It is.

MR. SIMONE: Yes. Okay. All right.

Great. Thank you.
I'm sorry, Mario, your client's name one more time?



MR. BLANCH: She's there on Zoom.

Nesli Cakiroglu.

MR. SIMONE: Ms. Cakiroglu, I'm going to ask you to just repeat after me an oath to be
sworn in so you can provide testimony for today's hearing; is that okay?

MS. CAKIROGLU: Yes.

MS. MENDIOLA: Michael.

MR. SIMONE: Yes.

MS. MENDIOLA: This is -- again, this is the -- | don't know if we need to go into closed
session, if you don't mind if we can do this, please.

MR. SIMONE: Yeah, sure thing.

MS. MENDIOLA: Madam Chair, can we go into closed session?

MS. LUNA: Marisleidy.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: All right. We're going to switch this to closed session.

Members of the Public, please sit tight for a second. And | think we need a break out, room.
MR. GUTIERREZ: Yes, just give me one second.

MR. SIMONE: Thanks. Appreciate it.

(The West New York Rent Control Board enters closed session at 5:38 p.m. to 5:46 p.m.)
MR. SIMONE: Sorry about that.

MS. LUNA: We're back.

MR. SIMONE: Everybody is back in. So I'd like to apologize. | was not

10 aware that this is actually a case that has been on the agenda prior.

So this was a matter that was brought to the courts. This was litigated. This was decided.
There is a court order stating that the board has to go back and recalculate the rent. This
was done by Ana Luna.

The calculations are based off the documents that we have had in our possession going
back to, | believe it was 2008.

So at this time the board has met its obligation. We have complied with the court order,
recalculated the rent, and provided the documents to the resident, Ms. Cakiroglu.

So at this point, there's really nothing that the board further can do.

MR. BLANCH: Well, Mr. Simone, if | can speak. I'm free to speak?

MR. SIMONE: Yes, please.

MR. BLANCH: So we have reviewed the calculation and that's where we have some issues.
I've had an opportunity to review them with my client and | provided a pretty detailed
spreadsheet.

My client is pretty thorough and she -- | provided that to Ms. Luna.

The calculation -- so there's — let me just go over a few of the issues. In 2013, the rent that -
- the board is calculating the rent based on the wrong rent. So in 2013, the rent was $1,700,
not $1,800. So that's one issue. And we provided -- that's part of the court filing that was
done in the superior court showing that the rents were $1,700 as of 2013.

There was a court filing in landlord-tenant court dated June 27, 2013, showing that the rent
was 2,000 -- oh, I'm sorry $1,700. So that's one error in the calculations.



The calculations are based off of $1,800. So there's an error there.

The other --

MS. LUNA: I'm sorry to interrupt, Mario.

| calculated the rent as per the court order from 2008. You're talking about 2013.

MR. BLANCH: | agree. I'm sorry, Ms. Luna. So in 2008 the rent was 1,800 dollars. In 2013 the
landlord and the tenant entered into a new

6 lease agreement reducing the rent from $1,800 to

7 $1,700.

8 MS. LUNA: | believe there has been a

9 lot of different rent agreed upon throughout the

10 years. I'm going by what the Court says.

11 MR. BLANCH: And, Ms. Luna, and | say

12 it respectfully, the court order said the

13 calculations have to go back to 2008, so | agree with

14 that.

15 But then if you go back to 2008, you

16 have to take what the rent is every year and base the

17 calculations off of that rent.

18 What I'm trying to say that in 2013,

19 even though in 2008 the rent was 1800, 2013 the

20 landlord and the tenant reduced that. We provided

21 evidence of that to the superior court by way of a

landlord-tenant document, a filed document in court where the landlord acknowledges the
rent in 2013 as being $1,700.

So while the calculation in 2008 to 2013 may have been correct, and again, I'm not arguing
it, I'm saying that starting in 2013, the calculations are incorrect because the base rent is
wrong. So that's one issue.

MS. LUNA: Well, again, | just went back to the 2008 because that's what the court order
says. I'm guiding myself because we've been having this case for a few times and every
time, we have litigated differently. I'm going back to whatever the order says.

MR. BLANCH: | don't disagree, but the calculation -- the calculation --

MS. LUNA: What I'm saying is | can't just pick because it was agreed at one point. There was
something else agreed at other point. We're not -- I'm basically cancelling everything else,
we're going back to what the order says.

MR. BLANCH: Well, no, the order doesn't say to cancel things. The order says to calculate --
MS. LUNA: To go back to 2008.

MS. MENDIOLA: | don't want to get into this. | mean, | -- she has known about these
calculations for a long time.

| have never received any document outside of certain, you know, e-mails that were, you
know, inflammatory.

MS. LUNA: Well, I just received --yeah, | just receive it at 4:17 today.

So | can't forward that to -- last minute.



MR. BLANCH: If | may.

MS. MENDIOLA: | haven't received anything from you. | don't know anything about 1700.
We went strictly by the order.

So we complied with the order to the extent and we were very detailed because if you look
at what we supplied, and your client has it, we went back to 2008 and you'll see it in the CPI
increases that the times when there's a 0 shown on the document, it means the landlord
did not timely or failed to file the certification; therefore, we didn't adjust any CPI increase.
Outside of that, we don't have any other documents. So we have the order, we complied
with the order, and these are the calculations we have.

MR. BLANCH: All right. Ms. Mendiola, and again, | understand the Board's position. | would
like to make a record because if it has to be appealed again, it will be appealed again.

I'm giving this board an opportunity to review the calculations based on the objections I'm
making. That's all I'm trying to do. I'm not trying -- | have reviewed your calculations and |
saw you did give appropriate credit or lack of rental increases where the landlord did not
file the proper adjustments, but there's still problems with it.

And they are problems number one, I'm just going to say it one more time, the base rent in
2013 was not 1,800 it was 1,700.

MS. MENDIOLA: But, Counsel, anybody can come in and say my rent in 2013 was 1500, my
rent —

MR. BLANCH: Respectfully, respectfully, Ms. Mendiola, you're not letting me finish.

MS. MENDIOLA: I'm not going to argue.

MR. BLANCH: So then let me go on the record and say what | have to say.

MS. MENDIOLA: Go on the record and say it, but this is not a court. If you just want to have
a record, go right ahead.

MR. BLANCH: Well, | am going to have a record. Thank you.

So while the board and Ms. Mendiola continue to indicate that they didn't have copies of
these documents, those documents were submitted as part of the superior court filing.
They were an exhibit to the superior court filing that indicate that she was a tenant in 2013
and that the rent in 2013 was $1,700.

So while the board and counsel for the board continue to indicate that they have no record
of such a document, such a document clearly exists and it has been provided to them
because this was litigated in superior court by this very board.

So this board has that document and it's a court filing by the landlord and admission by the
landlord that the record in 2013 that the rent was $1,700, not $1,800.

MS. MENDIOLA: Hey.

MR. BLANCH: I'm going to finish the record, Ms. Mendiola, please, please. You said it's not a
courtroom, you said you're not going to argue with me, but now you're arguing.
CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Mario, me, not her, we just go by whatever we had over here. | let
you speak, so let me finish my --

MR. BLANCH: | haven't even been able to finish speaking at all. You keep interrupting me
every time | get done. I'm just trying to make a record so when | file another appeal --
CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Mr. --(Crosstalk.)



MR. SIMONE: Excuse me, everybody, everybody, I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I'm going step in here.
| am going to --

MR. MORRIS: I'm sorry to interrupt everybody. This is Max Morris. | got a power outage. My
internet and power just came back. | pretty much haven't heard anything since Mr. Blanch
stated that initial rent was $1,700. | did not hear anything. | do not know what happened.
So I don't know how you go about it, | just managed to log back in. So | don't know where
we go from here. I'm sorry, it was out of my hand.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Not a problem, Max, thank you. There will be a transcript of this
available that we can -- that you can request.

MR. MORRIS: Is there anything that | need to put, an input or any question that could be
answered by a representative of the landlord in regards to history?

MR. SIMONE: Not at this moment. We really were not taking testimony, we're just —

Mr. Blanch is just creating a record at this time. MR. MORRIS: All right. Just for the record,
as far as | heard the first three seconds of Mr. Blanch's testimony or statement, the rent is
started at $1,800, not at $1,700, and Ms. Nesli wasn't even the tenant at that time. That's
all I'm going to say.

MR. SIMONE: Thank you.

MR. MORRIS: All right? So this is based on something that totally was incorrect, but you can
proceed, sorry about that.

MR. SIMONE: Thank you. Mr. Blanch.

MR. BLANCH: All right. So | think | made my point as to the 1700 in 2013.

The other issue | have is some of the registrations, we had the filed registrations.

You're giving credit to the landlord for registrations that were not filed in a timely fashion,
so they shouldn't start on the month that you started.

I mean, | looked at calculation, this chart that you guys gave. So I'll give you an example, in
July of 2013, you're giving credit, but the registration wasn't filed until August of 2014.
Actually, 2013, I'm sorry, January -- sorry. December 2013 wasn't filed until

August 2014. A lot of these registrations are not filed in the month you're giving them
credit, they're filed after the date you're giving them credit, so those months there has
been an overpayment of rent. And the last major issue | see is the COVID calculations. There
should have been no increases during COVID, which was from March 15th, 2020, to March
11th, 2022.

The filing was for February 2020, there appears to be a filing. So they made the filing prior
to the COVID pandemic, but there should have been no filing for 2021 or 2022 after that. So
you gave a CPl increase for those two years.

We're calculating the rent — you calculated it at $2,308.34. We're not far off.

We're calculating it at $2,198.65. The problem is is that based on the number of
overcharges and the number of years, we have an overcharge of approximately $44,000.
That's where the real issue comes in. So --

MR. SIMONE: Okay. | took notes. | wrote down what you said. Mr. Blanch, | will e-mail you
directly so we can perhaps discuss this just in a

less formal setting and hopefully, you know, we can address maybe some of your concerns.



MR. BLANCH: All right. And | would ask the board to review some of my concerns again. And
| respect Ms. Luna, | did provide her the spreadsheet late, but rather than the board just
rubber stamp what they believe to be the appropriate calculations, | would ask the board to
consider the spreadsheet. If they disagree with it, to put their reasoning on the record,
which is one of reasons this matter was appealed in the first place because this board did
not place its reasons on the record and this board was found already once to be arbitrary
and capricious.

So to prevent that from happening again, | think we should review the spreadsheet so we
don't waste time and resources with calculations that are inappropriate.

MR. MORRIS: I'm sorry, | just want to add something here.

The spreadsheet that Mr. Blanch is referring to has been produced by the tenant who is not
an expert who basically wrote it up to her own understanding and desire of what she thinks
she’s entitled to.

The spreadsheet has so many irregularity and wrong legal standing and Mr. Blanch here is
basically conveniently trying to set all his argument on something that was produced by the
tenant, not even by him. And it shows a complete lack of understanding of the rent control
laws and ordinances. And | feel this is basically a very waste of time when we get a tenant
who make --everybody can make a spreadsheet, but not everybody is going to go argue in
the front of the Rent Control Board and ask the Rent Control Board oh, your outcome is
different than my spreadsheet.

MR. SIMONE: I'm sorry. I'm going to have to cut you off, sir.

MR. MORRIS: I just, | made my point.

MR. SIMONE: Yes. And as we stated before, you may not have been present, this matter has
been litigated, it has been decided. Everything here is Mr. Blanch creating something for the
record so that should he choose to take action later on, it is recorded.

He and | will speak privately to address this matter, but at this time, we're really not taking
any more testimony or arguments on this

issue. Thank you.

MS. MENDIOLA: So counsel, I'm going to ask that the commissioners accept and adopt the
calculations that we provided, which is -- it's submitted and the commissioners should have
it that the rent should reflect what we did in terms of going back to 2008 to the current. |
am open to -- the commissioners need to formalize this in order for us to proceed.
Nevertheless, Counsel Mario has known that I've been involved in this. He's been involved
in this case for a couple of weeks. | don't get an e-mail. The e-mail sent today to Ana,
nobody can in 45 minutes just go look and try to see what we could do.

So we're not going to litigate this case. What we're going to do is I'm going to ask the
commissioners to pass what we have that we took months to review the calculations, go
through the calculations, and | am willing to thereafter sit down or at least talk to board
counsel, as well as Mario, just to see where we are. Okay?

MR. BLANCH: The one thing,

Ms. Mendiola, and | let you finish. | just want to clear up the record.



This spreadsheet was previously provided by my client directly and just to address the
landlord's concerns, | reviewed the spreadsheet and | agree with my client's calculations.
While anybody can make a spreadsheet, not anybody can make a spreadsheet as detailed
as she did with appropriate calculations.

So this spreadsheet, despite me sending it to Ms. Luna today, this spreadsheet has been in
the board's possession for quite some time and as evidenced by the testimony of the
landlord, he has the spreadsheet.

So everybody had the spreadsheet. So to make the insinuation that it was just sent today
for the first time and nobody has had a chance to review it, | will frankly say that's a lie and
let's call it what it is, no one has bothered to review it, let's say what really is, except the
landlord and he disagrees with it. He's entitled to disagree with it. Nobody --

MS. LUNA: I'm sorry to cut you off, Mario, but the spreadsheet was not provided to any of
the board members.

The order says for me to calculate the rent, not the tenant to calculate the rent. Okay?

So the board does not have a copy or counsel does not have a copy of those spreadsheet
that Nesli once brought to the office.

| told her that | needed to calculate the rent as the order, the court order says.

MS. MENDIOLA: Yeah, Counsel, just to follow up on that, | take offense that you're calling
anybody of the commissioners or anybody in our office a liar. | mean, that's kind of
offensive.

So | gave you the benefit of the doubt of saying that | would look at the stuff and | don't
have it. So maybe | won't look at it now because at least we went through the calculations.
You're stating that we're lying. So where are we going, Counsel? Where we going?

MR. BLANCH: Ms. Mendiola, Ms. Luna just stated my client brought the spreadsheet in
person, but Ms. Luna did not give it to the -- let me finish. Let me finish. | let you finish
every time. You keep interrupting me.

She brought the spreadsheet in and she did not turn it over to the board. So | will apologize
if | made an insinuation or | called the board liars, | wasn't trying to do that.

But the spreadsheet was provided by my client, whether in ended up in counsel's hands or
the board's hands is a different issue, but to insinuate that it was just sent today for the first
time, that's not true.

MS. MENDIOLA: Counsel, it goes to Ana Luna to review the calculations. So it starts from
scratch, right, when the tenant became a tenant at the property. Thereafter, it's between
the both of them to go back and forth.

| don't see it, the board members don't see it, the commissioners don't see it. All right? But
again, once again, we took a lot of time, months, to go through these calculations and these
calculations, I'm going to ask the commissioners again to adopt these calculations. You can
scream and yell all you want Counsel, but we're not going to get anywhere. So I'm done --
MR. BLANCH: | haven't screamed and yelled once, ma'am.

MS. MENDIOLA: You put yourself on the record. Let's move on.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. So | think at this point, we shall move on.



| will just mention that the order states that the rent control officer was required to
calculate the allowable base rent for the apartment subject to the rent control dating from
the inception of plaintiff's tenancy in 2008 to the present date.

This has to be passed by the board that is not in the -- let me clarify.

The order does not state that the board must pass this, but at this time, we can certainly
proceed to the board voting on this.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Okay. So based on the calculations that | have over here with me.
Okay?

Like | said, numbers can't change. So what | have are for 2025 is the amount of $2,308.34.
That's the base. | mean, | don't have no documentation, no paper that says that we're doing
this wrong or this is not the right calculation. So what | believe this is the calculation that
Ana did and this is what we go off.

So can | have a motion to pass the new amount?

MS. MENDIOLA: Madam Chair, can you just -- I'm sorry -- can you label it as Exhibit A so
we can have it on the file as Exhibit A?

So it will be Exhibit A, calculation rent calculation, the address would be 6305 Boulevard
East. So it will be known as Exhibit A.

(Exhibit AO, Rent Calculation for 6305 Boulevard East, Apartment E9, for 2025, is marked for
identification.)

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Sure. For the address 6305 Boulevard East, Apartment E9, the
tenant's name is Nesli Cakiroglu. This is the new calculation based on the board from 2025.
The new calculation for the rent is $2,308.34. Can | have a motion, please?

MS. JOVER: Motion.

MR. VELAZQUEZ: Second.

MR. SIMONE: I'm sorry, Brian, was that you?

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Brian --

MR. VELAZQUEZ: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Marisleidy Baldeo.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Monica Capellan.

MS. CAPELLAN: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Aylen Jover.

MS. JOVER: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Brian Velazquez.

MR. VELAZQUEZ: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Okay. So --

MR. BLANCH: Can | ask one — | apologize. Let me finish. | wanted to ask a clarification. Is Ms.
Mendiola the tenant advocate in this or she's operating on behalf of the board?

MR. SIMONE: Tenant advocate.

MR. BLANCH: So she's making the argument for the board and not the argument that my
client has propounded. Okay? | just want to be clear when | file my appeal.



MR. SIMONE: I'm not entirely sure she was making an argument for the board. Perhaps, you
know, maybe she would be best for responding.

MS. MENDIOLA: Counsel, | could tell you that I'm completely strictly going by the order of
the court and taking the position that the rent control office did what it had to do and
therefore, we’re not in default of anything.

So I'm the tenant advocate of course.

The tenant did come to us and therefore, we have an order and the order, it directs us to
calculate the rent, and what's what we did.

MR. BLANCH: I'm just confused because you're the tenant advocate --

MS. CAKIROGLU: Can | talk, please?

MR. BLANCH: -- and Mr. Simone is the attorney for the board. You asked the board to
approve the calculation when that's Mr. Simone's job.

I'm just confused as to what your role here is, if you're advocating for the tenant or you're
advocating for the board. It seemed a little disingenuous.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. So perhaps | may clarify that. | did provide the board with the order. So
the instructions, essentially they were provided to them by the court via me. So anything
that they, you know -- so Ms. Luna preparing calculation --

MS. CAKIROGLU: Can | -- can | please -- | did the right thing --

MR. SIMONE: One second, please. Thank you.

Ms. Luna's calculations were, you know, ordered by the Court and | passed that information
along to her.

MR. BLANCH: All right. | think my client wants to say something before we log off.

MS. CAKIROGLU: Yeah, in writing | did not sign or authorize Ms. Mendiola to represent me,
period. And in writing | said that, that she cannot represent me.

So anything she did, claiming she did in behalf of me, she did it without authorization.

And | did say this in writing to her and to Ana Luna, they all are aware. Everyone was CC'd in
that e-mail.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Thank you.

| believe we were in the middle of a vote.

If we could have just a brief recounting from our minutes taker just let us know what the
current status of the vote is.

THE COURT REPORTER: Just give me one second. | think they completed it, but let me see.
MS. LUNA: Yes, | believe everybody vote and the motion pass to accept the calculations
for 6305 Boulevard East, Apartment E9, as per the court order and we marked this
document Exhibit A.

MR. SIMONE: Thank you. And just to confirm, the vote was completed and it had passed,
correct?

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Thank you.

All right. So that closes that matter. We can now move along to Item C on today's

matters.

MR. BLANCH: Thank you. Have a nice evening, everybody.



MR. SIMONE: Thank you, Mr. Blanch.

MS. LUNA: So Marisleidy, we'll go on to the next.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Okay. The next one is a sewerage pass along application for
property address. What we're going to do with this case, we're going the postpone the --
MS. LUNA: For all of the applications.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: -- for the sewer for the next meeting because we need more time
to discuss.

MS. LUNA: To review, okay.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: And review all this documentation.

MS. LUNA: So you're putting up for the board to --

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Postpone to next month.

MS. LUNA: Okay. Anybody motion that?

MR. VELAZQUEZ: I'll motion that.

MS. LUNA: Who second?

MS. CAPELLAN: Second.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Monica second.

MS. LUNA: Okay. Marisleidy Baldeo.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Monica Capella.

MS. CAPELLAN: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Aylen Jover.

MS. JOVER: Yes.

MS. LUNA: Brian Velazquez.

MR. VELAZQUEZ: Yes.

MS. LUNA: So we carrying this application for the next meeting for the sewer pass along.
MR. SIMONE: Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: All right. Now we are open to the public for any comment or
suggestion regarding any of the matters in this meeting.

MR. SIMONE: So | did see a few names here in the chat.

We will start with Mr. Fred Quinn, if you could turn your camera and --

MS. LUNA: He is the representative for the sewer pass along, yes.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Mr. Quinn, if you

would, you are still permitted to make public comment if you are interested.

MR. QUINN: How are you, sir?

MR. SIMONE: Doing well. Before we get started, | just have to swear you in. Please raise
your right hand. Mr. Quinn, do you swear your testimony today will be the truth and the full
truth to the best of your knowledge?

MR. QUINN: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: And you acknowledge the importance of your statements today?

MR. QUINN: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: All right. Thank you.

Feel free. You have three minutes.



MR. QUINN: Sure. | don't really have anything to add. | joined the meeting for the sewer
application that | submitted. However, it seems like the board wants to take some more
time to review it, so | guess we'll meet at the next meeting.

MS. LUNA: Yeah, next meeting will be

August 11, 2025, at 5:30 again.

MR. QUINN: Great. Thank you very much, everyone.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Thank you, Mr. Quinn.

MR. QUINN: Have a great day. Enjoy. All the best.

4 MR. SIMONE: Thank you.

MS. MORALES: Hello, good evening.

MR. SIMONE: Hello. Would you mind turning your camera on?

MS. MORALES: | don't feel very comfortable at the moment.

MR. SIMONE: That's okay. | will ask you to please raise your right hand and repeat after me.
The testimony you're providing today, do you swear to tell the truth and the full truth to
the best of your knowledge?

MS. MORALES: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: And do you acknowledge the importance of your statements today?

MS. MORALES: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Great, thank you. You have three minutes.

THE COURT REPORTER: Wait, before you begin, I'm sorry, could you please spell your last
name?

MS. MORALES: Morales, M-O-R-A-L-E-S.

THE COURT REPORTER: Thank you. Go ahead.

MS. MORALES: This was -- my questions were for the sewage concerns, you know, as a
concerned resident and rent control tenant, | actually have a lot of questions, but | want to
hear more, | guess next month. | just have a couple questions just for consideration. We
received these letters saying that the costs were divided by room count, but not actual
usage, ignoring that some units in one of the buildings has in-unit washer and dishwashers
while others do not, including my apartment.

And longtime tenants in older units, often with fixed incomes, will be disproportionally
harmed by the fee. The one fee that | -- that was provided to me was $57.96, which is -- it
seems excessive, far above the New Jersey norm for multifamily buildings per the New
Jersey Division of Rate Counsel.

We were provided a seven-day notice based on this postmark. So | don't know if that's, you
know, something that's common or not, and | guess

| had questions about what temporary meant on that form because it's undefined with no
date or removal process.

The note was also provided in English only and the building where | reside and the
community where I'm residing in West New York is very, very much Spanish speaking
residents.



So | just have concerns whether enough notice was also provided as well as, you know,
providing translations for these patients -- I'm sorry -- for these tenants that do not have
this information in English.

The hearing right now is via Zoom. So this exclude anyone with internet excess, seniors, non
English-speaking individuals and residents who prefer or need to speak in public.

So | just have some questions about how there's not a lot of people in the Zoom call and |
just want to make sure that there's enough people that are voicing their concerns, not just
about this in particular, but, like, just in general in the Town of West New York. And | thank
you for your time.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: All right. Can | say something, Mr. Simone, or are you going to
proceed?

MR. SIMONE: You may speak, yes.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Ms. Morales.

MS. MORALES: Yes.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: All right. I'm sorry, but | cannot give you the right answer due to
we postponed this for the next month, which | will love you to be part of the meeting so we
can disclose one by one and let you know that we divide it by room.

We don't divide it by property or who's spending more water and who's spending less. It
goes divided equally for each room.

MS. MORALES: So it's equally, but it's not equitable. So you see what I'm saying? So there's
apartments that have washers, that do not have washers, right, so --

MR. SIMONE: Yeah. | think | may be able to speak to that.

This is controlled by ordinance. This is, you know, these are just the town laws that were --
that have to be followed here.

You know, | understand your concerns about equity versus equality but, you know, these
are the laws. We can't really just change it because we don't like the way that they're
worded, but these were agreed upon by many elected officials.

MS. MORALES: So the elected officials decided to vote for this that do not support their
constituents in this way?

MR. SIMONE: Well, | would -- | don't happen to know the date that these laws were
implemented. | would direct you to the town ordinances, you can find them on E360.com.
That will tell you the date that these were implemented and

then you can, you know, from there you can research who was the officials at that time and
speak with them about their -- about your concerns, but, you know, these are -- we're going
off the laws that are on the books today.

MS. MORALES: So the laws even though they're probably outdated from maybe you're
saying from the '70s or '80s, we don't have advocates to support improving of these laws?
MR. SIMONE: | mean, that's part of elections.

MS. MORALES: Is what you're saying --that's what you're saying.

So how do we as, like, just constituents and as a person that has lived in West

New York for 16 years in a rent control apartment, make sure that I'm, you know, being
protected by you guys, who this is your job?



MR. SIMONE: You can vote for the people who will oversee --

MS. MORALES: Oh, no, | vote.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Yeah, and that's how it's changed.

MS. MORALES: How do we, you know, you see what I'm saying? Like, | have all these
questions and it's unfortunate that | have these questions and | know that there are people
in my town that have these questions as well and they don't have a voice to speak for them.
They don't have a voice at all. This is via Zoom and it's very, you know, concerning.

MR. SIMONE: Well, certainly they can speak directly to their council members in their town,
those are the people who represent them. And this meeting is posted online, it's posted on
the county website, it's posted to --

MS. MORALES: Yeah, but it's online.

MR. SIMONE: It's all sent out to multiple different public forums. It's also sent out to
newspapers. It's posted in the town hall.

There's only so much that the board can do to tell people that they're having meetings

and people have to kind of choose to show up on their own accord.

| do know that the local library does provide free internet access to people. So it's not as if
people have no way of accessing this at all.

There's public who found out about it, many other people have found out about it.

I'm sorry, | understand your concerns, but community activism is really not what this board
is being concerned with. We are just concerned with making sure that people's rents are
appropriate.

MS. MORALES: | understand that. I'm just concerned as a person that this is negatively
affecting and my family it's negatively affecting.

This is not community activism, this is just concerns.

MR. SIMONE: Understandable.

MS. MORALES: You know what I'm saying?

So | understand what you're saying that these are purely, you know, this is everything that
we're doing, but there's still a disconnection.

So I'm just here, you know, representing myself, but in reality, I'm here because I'm noticing
that | got this letter and certified and it was very improper notice. And, you know, | know
there's not -- there's so much we can do now, but I'm just concerned if --

MR. GUTIERREZ: I'm sorry. It's been six minutes now that this resident has been speaking. |
just want to --

MS. MORALES: | apologize. Thank you so much for your time.

MR. SIMONE: Thank you.

Okay. Any other members of the public?

Okay. Seeing that there are no other --

MR. QUINN: Can | just add one thing, one comment?

MR. SIMONE: I'll give you 30 seconds.

MR. QUINN: Sure. | just wanted to

add one comment that when it comes to the sewer, the



water in the apartment, many times you could have a unit that's a one bedroom that has
three people living in it that could use more water than a three bedroom.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Hold on, Mr. Quinn, I'm sorry, I'm going to stop you there. We're not
trying to have a back and

forth between everybody here. Comments are understood, appreciated. Thank you.

We do have one more public comment.

Ms. Cruz, you have three minutes. Please provide your name and address for the record.
MS. CRUZ: My name is Shayra Cruz. | prefer not to provide my address. If that's required,
then | don't need to give comment, but | would like to say that | attended this meeting last
month and you guys also told me that you were going to give me an update as to what the
legal basis was for these Zoom meetings. So I'm just looking for that answer. Thank you.
MR. SIMONE: Sure. | can give you the direct statute, actually.

MS. CRUZ: | think we actually went over this issue. The statute is based on a COVID
emergencies. That emergency ended in 2022, and so there is no legal basis. I've done the
research. So if you guys can come back to me with some justification as to why these
meetings continue to be on Zoom, then that would be great.

MR. SIMONE: Most certainly. If you can attend -- actually, you know what, if -- | will take
steps necessary to speak to you privately, but thank you for you comments today.

MS. CRUZ: Thank you.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Seeing now as there are no further public comments --
CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: All right. Can | have a motion to close closing statements?

| guess everybody is on mute. Can you unmute? Brian is on mute.

MR. VELAZQUEZ: If there's no one else from the public, motion to adjourn the meeting.
CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Who second?

MS. CAPELLAN: Second.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Who was that?

MR. SIMONE: | just heard the motion and the second. | haven't heard anybody vote.
CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: It was Brian and

Monica. | don't know -- Ana?

THE COURT REPORTER: It looks like Ana is not here. | don't know if she was kicked out or
what happened.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Ms. Ana?

MS. JOVER: | don't know if she got kicked out or she's having technical issues.

MR. SIMONE: We'll count her as absent at the moment.

Okay. Are we -- we have Monica — all right. We have a quorum to close this meeting. So if
we could just complete this vote.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Give me one second.

All right. Ms. Jover.

MS. JOVER: Yes.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Mr. Velazquez.

MR. VELAZQUEZ: Yes.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Ms. Capellan.



MS. CAPELLAN: Yes.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDEO: Mr. Rodriguez. That's Johnny, he's not here.
So motion pass.

MR. SIMONE: All right. Thank you, everybody, for your time.

(Matter adjourned at 6:25 p.m.)



